Dear Friends and Family:

Many of you are aware that I recently returned from my sixth medical missions trip to El Salvador (July 18-24, 2015).  Hard to believe it’s been just about two years since my previous trip, right after the devastating Black Forest fire.  That trip provided much healing for me, and I’m excited to share that this most recent trip was equally exciting and healing.  We were in La Isla in the Santa Ana region, a place that has never before had a medical missions team of any kind.
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Purpose:
  To show God’s great love by meeting health needs for some of the world’s poorest people.  I was accompanied by a pediatrician, a general practice M.D. who provided general health care, a pre-optometry student at South Dakota State College who worked in my office last summer, and three other workers.    The para-church group with whom we worked with brought in two other doctors to provide basic primary care.  As mentioned, these people cannot afford to see an optometrist or a pediatrician, which is why our team effort was so important.  You may recall that my previous five trips have been to different towns in southeastern El Salvador near the Honduran border, where we treated hundreds of optometry patients each time -- but this just scratched the surface of the need there.  Many adults over 40 simply needed glasses for doing close-up work and some children needed basic reading glasses for school.  A number of patients cried when we placed glasses on them and they could see well, some literally for the first time.  They are extremely poor, with many living on less than $1 a day.  Until the past few years there had been neither electricity, running water, nor consistent medical/eye care.  Through the efforts of the para-church group, one of these villages now has all three, including an on-site medical clinic. It should be clear, however, that the most significant purpose of these trips is that they would see the love of God in us and seek to follow after Him.
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God used us in the following ways: 
1. He used our team powerfully to touch people’s spiritual and physical needs.

2. All of us were effective in ministry and experienced positive growth in our lives.

3. I was able be still before God, had a teachable spirit, and was open to whatever He wanted to pour into me.

Thank you to those who provided prayer and financial support.  You are so appreciated!
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                                                                  JOHN RABINS, Ph.D., O.D.
